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CAMPUS

Dear Kathleen:

The Department of Chemistry requests to make some changes to the Chemistry 254 and 255 (Organic
Chemistry laboratory) courses, and with the change to become effective in Autumn 2008.  The changes
for these courses are derived from a significant challenge facing the department related to space for
offering the organic laboratory courses.

Currently, the 254 and 255 courses include a 1-hour lecture and two 4-hour labs per week.  As the
enrollment has increased dramatically in organic chemistry, we are going to be faced with serious space
issues and waitlist problems for the utilization of the 4th floor of Celeste.  For instance, there are 420
available slots for Chemistry 254 in winter 2008.  On the FIRST day of registration this week, 205 of
those slots were taken – we could be faced with a 200+ waitlist in Chemistry 254.  A few years ago, we
changed the requirements of the Chemistry 245 and 246 courses in order to provide more space for
254/255.  Also, we moved the Honors 254 organic lab to a different location to better utilize the 4th floor
Celeste space for teaching 245/246/254/255 labs. With these changes, we will once again be faced with
waitlist issues. We need to change the 254/255 labs now to offer more sections of this laboratory courses
per quarter.

We propose to change both Chemistry 254 and 255 to continue to include a 1-hour lecture but with two
3-hour labs per week.  The course will remain at 3 credit hours.  This change will allow for there to be
one additional section of lab to be offered on each TR and WF combination; therefore, we have the
capacity to accommodate about 200 more students per quarter.  The pedagogical impact will be minimal
as the number of labs per quarter will be very similar (~95% of coverage), and the students will simply
have less “buffer” for catch-up or poor technique.

Sincerely,

Christopher M. Hadad
Professor of Chemistry
Acting Chair and Vice Chair for Undergraduate Studies








































































